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fore, used every effort to overtake her, getting
out our sweeps, and sending the Eden's pinnace
a-head to tow ; which boat, with a good crew of
English sailors, Lieutenant Badgeley had brought
with him, to assist in performing the service. We
had not advanced far towards the strange sail, be-
fore we observed two boats coming from her, which
came alongside of us about three in the afternoon,
when we found that they belonged to his Majesty's
brig Clinker, which was well manned and armed,
and that they entertained the same suspicions of
our purpose as we had held of theirs. The Clinker
was in the very best order, and was commanded by
Lieutenant Matson, a most active and experienced
officer.

I would here remark, that if we desire to be
eminently successful in putting down the slave-
trade, our Government ought to select vessels of a
peculiar description, I mean vessels constructed
principally for sailing; for, in the first instance,
the very service on which they are employed is
that of chasing vessels that have been built with a
special regard to swiftness on the water. The
consequence of the unfitness of our ships for this
particular service, is, that of the number of slavers
that we descry in these seas, the captures make
but a small proportion.

If we had a few of the large class of Baltimore
schooners, with a long 12 or 18 pounder a-mid-
ships for a chase-gun, and a few carronades for